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Registered Charity in Northern Ireland: NIC 104474 

Thanks to all those who contributed articles and items for this edition.   

Articles for the Christmas Newsletter should be with the Newsletter 

Committee or the Church Oące Secretary not later than Sunday 8th   

November. Items received after 8th November will not be included until 

the next issue. Please observe this deadline. 

 

The Newsletter Committee: 

Judith Morrow (Convener) Mark Blundell  Thelma Jackson 

Margaret Campbell   Brian Campbell  Rachel Toland 

Roberta Patterson   Martin Childs  Janet Cooper 

Geraldine Whyte   Alison Kennedy  Stephen Brown 

Ivan Noble    Valerie Myles 



 

 

 

Welcome folks.  

As I write this, I am looking out at the many and varied large trees that 
surround our manse garden in Holywood, and I realise that my mind has 
shifted from just appreciating all their lush, leafy beauty, to anticipating 
how much work there will be in clearing them off the ground in the  
coming weeks! Seasonal changes can be challenging or exciting. Perhaps 
you are looking back on the summer, wishing it would last just a little 
longer (I imagine an enthusiastic “AMEN” from pupils and  teachers    
especially), or eagerly anticipating the particular beauty of autumnal   
colours in the garden or park. Perhaps this is a time of exciting or        
uncertain transition for you in other aspects of your life. For sure, each of 
us connected with GPC are already in a season of change, and we       
anticipate further change in the calling of a new minister. Will that be in 
this next season? Only the Lord knows that. 

In this and whatever the shifting seasons hold, let me encourage you to 
keep a firm hold of faith in the Lord. 

Lamentations 3: 21-24 “...this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my 
portion” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 

Around church at this time of year, we have both summer and autumn in 
view - looking back on some activities and experiences, and looking   
forward to the opportunities of church groups and organisations      
gathering again. In this change of seasons, is there something that you 
could be part of in a new way? We cannot be ‘at’ or ‘helping’ at every-
thing…but we certainly can be PRAYING over everything - committing it 
all to the Lord - and we can be blessing and encouraging those who are 
leading and helping in the many and varied aspects of GPC life: Church 
staff team, Kirk Session, Church Committee, organisational leaders and     
helpers, and the many other folks who keep things running behind the 
scenes. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to this newsletter. I pray that it 
will be a spark of inspiration for prayerful and proactive interest,         
participation and support of this church fellowship and friends in the 
season ahead.  

Grace and peace to you all 

Stuart 



  

 

 

    

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
September 
 
Tuesday 1st  7.30pm Prayer Gathering in the Church 
 
 

Sunday 6th  11.00am All Age “Restart School Sunday” Service 
     Refreshments will be served afterwards  
    
   7.00pm  Evening Communion Service 
 

 
Sunday 13th  11.00am Louise Davidson (Deaconess) 
     Toddler Church, Kids Church & ROOTS 
     re-start 
      
Sunday 20th 11.00am  Rev Roy Mackay 
 
Sunday 27th  11.00am  Rev Stuart McCrea 
 
 
October 
 
Saturday 10th 2.30pm Decorating the Church for Harvest 
 
Sunday 11th 11.00am  Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
     Refreshments will be served afterwards 
 

 

 
November 
 
Sunday 1st  11.00am Communion Service    

 
Sunday 8th  11.00am Remembrance Sunday Service 
 
 

 
Saturday 28th  2-4pm  ‘Get Ready for Christmas’ Event 
 
Sunday 29th    First Sunday in Advent 
 

 



 

 

 



  

 

 

Summer Service Reports 

 

Cranfield Camp (10-14 year olds) 
Cranfield is such an amazing camp to lead at, and I look forward to 
going back every year. There were so many highlights and memorable 
moments, including our prayer and praise night, water sports, and the 
final-night campfire. 
I was also incredibly encouraged by the amazing leadership team and 
by the deep faith and friendships among the young people. It was  
especially encouraging to see their passion for asking big questions 
about faith and for praying for one another. 
 
Please pray that our campers will become connected with local 
groups, stay in contact with one another, and continue to grow in 
their faith long after camp has finished. 
 
Kalos Camp (14-18 year olds) 
Kalos was the senior camp I had the privilege of leading at over the 
summer. Some of my favourite activities included team games/wide 
games, Todd’s Leap, and Hunt the Leader, which ended with a trip to 
Mackle’s Ice Cream Shop! 
One of the most encouraging things about Kalos is seeing young   
people who have grown up through camps now using their gifts,    
talents, and time to serve others. It was wonderful to see young   
people taking part in the worship team at Kalos and hear about how 
some of the young people have served  in missionary trips over the 
summer. 
 
Please pray especially for our older campers who have recently      
received their exam results, as they consider their next steps and 
what the future holds for them. Pray that God would guide them, give 
them wisdom, and continue to strengthen their faith as they begin this 
next chapter.  
 
         Aimee Woods 

SUMMER 
CAMPS  



 

 

 

 
 
 
This summer I decided to volunteer as a Trainee Leader at a Sports 
Plus Camp put on by the Christians In Sport organisation. For the first 
week of August I had this amazing opportunity not only to see for    
myself how sport can be used as such a powerful way to spread the 
love of Jesus, but also to grow in our own relationship with him. In the 
past I’ve found it easy to treat them as two separate issues rather 
than  appreciating sport for the blessing it is. Not only was it great for 
my own personal journey but it was so encouraging to share the Good 
News with all the young people who came along as well. 
 
From the moment they arrived through the gates at Campbell College, 
their enthusiasm and willingness to listen was apparent. Whether it 
was the fun activities, vibrant meetings or team bible studies for any 
young person between the ages of 12-17, it was the perfect time to 
ask questions and hear about Jesus’ story with our main theme being 
“The Messiah”. Getting to know them over the week and hearing 
about their ranging experiences with their faith was also encouraging 
to see how sport can unite so many people. My highlight of the week 
would have to be the memory verse competitions to the tune of ‘Lush 
Life’ every evening and a challenge was surviving after losing my 
voice on the first night. Overall I would definitely recommend these 
camps for any young person interested in sport regardless of their 
faith. 
 
Oliver Duffield 



  

 

 

Messy Church Summer Meet Up 

Young families, leaders and helpers enjoyed a fantastic morning of   
outdoor Messy Church in July, as 75 of us gathered together up at    
Silkwood. We had a World Cup theme (since it was the same Sunday as 
the 2026 Final) and great fun was had through all the themed games 
and activities!   
 
During our Storytime we thought about all of those footballers who try 
to be “the best” in order to win what matters most to them… and then 
Judith told us about a time when a young man asked Jesus a similar 
question- “what must I do to be the best, to win eternal life…?” We 
were all very interested to hear what Jesus said next, and the parable 
he told. You can read about it for yourself in Luke 10 v 25-37!   
 
         For our craft activity we decorated 

 our very own Sports Water Bottles 
 (much needed in the July heat
 wave!) in a way that would remind 
 us of the story and how to keep 
 living Jesus’ way throughout the 
 summer.  
 
   Thank you so much to everyone            
 involved!  
 

 



 

 

 

 



  

 

 

ROOTS Night Away 27th and 28th June 2026 

Early on Saturday 27th June, nine members of ROOTS and three leaders 
headed to Emerald Park, Dublin to be spun, twisted, rotated, soaked, 
flipped upside down and generally made terrified by the many rides    
available. Having survived the ordeal, pale-faced and nauseated, we met 
up with Alan and Laura, making our merry band of brothers up to       
fourteen. Using the medicinal powers of McDonalds, we braced ourselves 
once more then headed for Christchurch Rathgar. The minister of    
Christchurch is Rev Cheryl Meban who, as many of you know, was a past      
Associate Minister in GPC. She kindly agreed that we could sleep overnight 
in the church halls; in return for the hospitality, we had agreed to take the 
church service the next morning. 

The priority on arrival was to practise for the church service. Under the 
watchful eye of Cheryl and her dog Tristan (who attends all the church 
services) we were put through our paces. The nod and woof of approval 
were given, and we were released to the madness of the evening ahead 
— hide and seek extreme, four-square, stressful quizzing, major snacking, 
late-night walk and fighting over sleeping space on hard church hall floors 
all dragged us through to 2 am. 

Note to self: Do not try to sleep in a room with a sensor activated light. 

The morning came too soon, or for those who didn’t sleep, not soon 
enough! 

The congregation numbers were small, only about forty people in attend-
ance that day but the welcome was warm and enthusiastic. Our young 
people did drama, readings and prayers that they had practised for 
Changemaker. Each of them took part and, as you can imagine they did 
us proud. The church is old and spacious, with a large gallery at the back 
— the sound system broke down but our GPC-trained kids projected like 
the professionals they are. Stephen Chambers preached on Genesis    
22:1-19, The Sacrifice of Isaac. He spoke well and challenged us all to a 
life of greater commitment to Jesus. 

We gave Cheryl a framed copy of the Changemaker artwork that the 
young people had previously made and said our farewells, heading off to 
Balbriggan beach for the next exciting instalment of fun in the sun — 
swimming, spike ball and frisbee. 

 



 

 

 

Our tired but happy bunch arrived back at GPC on Sunday evening 
with strengthened faith, friendships and enthusiasm for all that lies 
ahead for ROOTS in the new term. 

I am immensely proud of these young people who are a joy to be 
around. The leadership team of Stephen, Laura, Alan, Gareth, Lara 
and Aimee are a top team full of enthusiasm and talent. ROOTS meets 
on Sunday mornings during church and is for young people P7 and 
over. We are looking forward to the fun and craic in the year ahead, 
all the time growing in our faith as we learn about God together. 

Julie-May Noteman – ROOTS’ leader 



  

 

 

Safeguarding Update 

We’re pleased to let you know that the Gilnahirk Child                  
Safeguarding documents have now been approved by Kirk Session 
and are available from the Church OƯice on request. We have also 
included a short version of our Policy document with this         
Newsletter for your information. 

As mentioned in our last few Newsletters, if you have any concerns 
or would like to talk something through, please feel free to speak in 
confidence with Judith, Heather, Patricia or Stuart. 

Alternatively, you can contact the PCI Safeguarding Team at       
safeguarding@presbyterian.org. 

       GPC Safeguarding Team 



 

 

 



  

 

 

We look forward to our fortnightly Tuesday & Friday Discipleship 
Groups resuming as together we continue with ‘The Bible Course’.  
This term our focus will be on the New Testament. Both groups are very 
open and welcoming to anyone who is interested in coming along, even if 
you have never been before. We have a cuppa together to 
start, watch some video material, and then enjoy a discussion 
time. People are free to simply listen or to contribute in   
whatever way they would like to.  
 
Our groups will resume on Tuesday 22nd @ 8pm and    
Friday 25th September @ 11.30am 
Hope to see you there! 
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RESUMING  

MONDAY 7TH 
SEPTEMBER 

11AM-12NOON 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gilnahirk Ladies Group resumes 
its meetings on Monday 28th 
September 2026.  
 
They meet in the Upper Stye 

Brae Hall 2.15-3.45pm. (Lift access available). 
 
All ladies will be most welcome to join. We 
start with a cuppa and then enjoy a speaker 
from a wide range of topics. We’ll be having a 
lovely Christmas Lunch on 7th December at 
Castlereagh Hills Golf Club to round off the 
first term. See you all there! 

GILNAHIRK LADIES GROUP 



  

 

 

Presbyterian Women 

Calling all ladies at GPC! 
 

PW at Gilnahirk returns on Wednesday 16th          
September at 2.30pm in the Stye Brae.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a packed programme this season as we     
celebrate our 95th anniversary! We will meet on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
 
Our opening speaker will be Tim Austin from      
Blytheswood. We look forward to seeing you all there.  



 

 

 

 
Ladies Bowls 

 
We’re back on Tuesday 8th September @ 2.00pm 

So get your bowls polished and practise your swing! 
New members are very welcome  

and if you’re not sure if it’s for you – 
 try a “taster” session  

at our opening meeting in the JB Hall. 
We guarantee fun, laughter, chat and a cuppa. 

Please wear flat shoes. 
Bowls are available. 

Look forward to seeing everyone. 

Men's Association 
 

The Men's Association (Bowling Club) will be  resuming its 
Autumn / Winter sessions on Tuesday 8th September 
at 7.30pm in the Jack Britton Hall and we invite any 
member, relative, friend or neighbour who would like to 
join with us to come along and enjoy a few games of bowls 
as well as a cup of tea and good 
chat. 
 

You can be assured of a friendly 
welcome and we have a selection 
of bowls to choose from. 



  

 

 

On Saturday 28th November we will host our annual GET READY FOR  
CHRISTMAS event and we would love everyone to get involved. This is a great 
opportunity to encourage all our neighbours in the Gilnahirk community to come 
into our church and hopefully get a picture of a warm and welcoming congregation. 
It’s for all of us too!  Afternoon Tea, Christmassy craft tables, our popular “regifting 
stall” and the JB Hall packed with kids’ activities. And maybe, most importantly, our 
Church Sanctuary open with seasonal music. Please make a note of the date, 
have a think about how you could help, save up any of your previously unwanted 
items, pass on any new ideas and most importantly come along! 

SAVE THE DATE! 



 

 

 

A huge THANK YOU to all the green-fingered volunteers (some of 
whom are pictured below) who helped to tame our Garden of   
Remembrance and worked hard to tidy up our church grounds 
over the summer months!  



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Knit & Natter 
Whilst the rhythmic clicking of knitting needles may have been absent 
from the Stye Brae hall during this long, hot summer the ladies were 
weaving a crafty plan to keep hands busy! We were delighted to have 
a lovely CoĄee Morning at Betty Robb's house on 22nd July which 
raised the amazing sum of £400 for Action  Cancer, a local charity 
close to our hearts. All the proceeds raised stay in NI. Although no 
actual knitting was done, that morning there was plenty of nattering 
as we strengthened our friendships over coĄee, tea, scones and tray-
bakes!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The actual Knitting and Nattering will recommence on Wednesday 
9th September from 10.30 to noon in the Stye Brae Hall. There's a 
cuppa and a warm welcome awaiting you. Do come and join us for 
fellowship and fun!  You might even get to ćnish a project you have 
started! Help from experienced knitters is available!!  



  

 

 

 

 
CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 

 
Deaths 
 
Mavis Creaney  5th July 
 
Valerie Cooper  12th August 
 
Stanley Brown  13th August 

 

F.W.O. ROTA 
 
 

Sept      Martin Childs       Jenny Childs              Alison Renfrew 
Oct     Willie Noteman    Paul Blundell             Johnny Cunningham 
Nov     Roberta Coates     Richard Patterson     Roberta Patterson 
Dec     John Cummings   Robert Gregg        Harold Reford 

2025 Annual Report 
 

Copies of the 2025 Annual Report are now available on Sundays 
after the service.  A digital copy may be requested by sending an 
email to the Church Office. 

   Flower Delivery Rota 
 
 September  Stephen & Carol Chambers 
 
 October   Ruth Andress 
 
 November  Thelma Jackson 



 

 

 

Flower Calendar 
 

 

‘The kiss of the sun for comfort 

The song of the birds for mirth 

One is nearer God’s heart in a     
garden 

Than anywhere else on earth.’ 

Dorothy Frances Gurney 

 

We don’t have a garden in Gilnahirk but every week, courtesy of    
generous contributors, we all enjoy beautiful flowers in Church. These 
are then distributed by a team of volunteers to members of our Church 
family who, for a variety of reasons, are not able to be in Church with 
us. 

None of this happens by accident. For the last 20 years Valerie Gamble 
has overseen the Flower ministry in GPC, recruiting contributors and 
distributors and ensuring all the Sundays are covered, while providing 
and delivering flowers herself. 

Valerie has now decided to step down and we want to say a big 
thank you to her for all her hard work. This takes place quietly and 
efficiently in the background, but the many expressions of thanks from 
the recipients of flowers demonstrate how valuable a service this is 
and how much it is appreciated. 

We are delighted that Clara McLaughlin, who has herself been involved 
for over 15 years, has agreed to take over. We wish her well in this 
important and valued ministry. 

Anyone who would like to get involved, please speak to 
Clara. 

Pictured: Valerie Gamble (left) and Clara 



  

 

 

Vestibule Reception Rota 2026 
                                                       
                                       
 
 
 
Sep                                            11:00am       Rab Toland 
                                                                     Andrew Kerr* 
                                                                     Don Eakin 
 
                                                    7:00pm      David Mark 
         
 
Oct                                             11:00am       Richard Montgomery 
                                                                     Jill Kerry 
                                                                     Mark Blundell* 
                                                    
                                                    7:00pm      John Cummings 
 
Nov                                             11:00am      Edna Caldwell 
                                                                     Willie Noteman 
                                                                     Carol Anderson* 
 
                                                     7:00pm     Patricia Gowdy 
 
Dec                                              11:00am     Barbara Anderson* 
                                                                     Hilary Morrow 
                                                                     Stephen Brown 
                                                        
                                                      7:00pm    Andrew Kerr 
 
          
 

    *Indicates reception duties at Stye Brae Centre, the security of   
premises and plate collection. 

 
Evening services will be on the 1st and the 3rd of the month. 

 
Those lifting the collection in the centre rows are to always start with the 

Choir. 
 

General reminder to all members on vestibule duty of the new regulations       
regarding Fire/Health & Safety.  Each member should ensure they know where 
all emergency fire exits & fire extinguishers are located and they will act as 
Fire Marshalls in the event should it become necessary.     

 
Members on duty should have the church doors open no later than 30 minutes 
before the commencement of each service. 

 
It is the responsibility of those rostered to arrange for Session/Committee  

deputies if unable to attend. 



 

 

 

RECOMMENCEMENT DATES OF ORGANISATIONS 
 

Toddler Church    Sun 13th Sept - 11.00am Birth-3yrs 

Kids Church   Sun 13th Sept - 11.00am 3yrs + 

ROOTS    Sun 13th Sept - 11.00am P7 + 

Youth Club    Sat 19th Sept - 7.00pm  Year 8 + 

Toddler Group   Thu 10th  Sept - 10.00am  Birth-4yrs 
 

 

Squirrels  Tue 15th Sept - 6.30-7.30pm   Boys 4-6yrs 

Beavers  Mon 7th Sept - 6.15-7.30pm   Boys 6-8yrs 

Cubs   Thu 3rd Sept - 6.45-8.30pm   Boys 8-11yrs 

Scouts  Thu 10th Sept - 7.00-9.00pm  Boys 11-14yrs 

Explorers  Tuesdays as arranged    Boys 14 yrs + 

Rainbows  Wed 9th Sept - 6.15-7.15pm   Girls 4-7yrs 

Brownies  Wed 9th Sept - 6.15-7.30pm   Girls 7-10yrs 

Guides  Wed 16th Sept - 7.45-9.15pm   Girls 10-14yrs 

Rangers  Wed 9th Sept (Outing)    Girls 14-18yrs 

Choir     Thu 10th September- 7.30pm 

Praise Group   As arranged 

Contact Singers   Mon 7th Sept - 6.30pm  
PW (Presbyterian Women) Wed 16th Sept - 2.30pm 

Ladies Bowling   Tue 8th  Sept - 2.00-4.30pm 

Men’s Association (Bowls) Tue 8th Sept - 7.30pm  

Gilnahirk Ladies Group Mon 28th Sept - 2.15-3.45pm 

Gilnahirk Men’s Group  Wed 7th Oct - 10.30am-12.00 noon 

Gilnahirk Friendship Group Wed 2nd Sept - 2.30pm 

Monday Morning Drop In Mon 7th Sept - 11.00am-12.00 noon 

Knit & Natter   Wed 9th Sept - 10.30am-12.00 noon 

Men @ GPC   As arranged 
 

Gilnahirk Horticultural & Civic Society Wed 2nd Sept - 8.00pm 

Keep Fit      Fri 11th Sept - 10.00-11.00am 



  

 

 


