GILNAHIRK

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH




GILNAHIRK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Vacancy Convener: Rev. Stuart McCrea
(Tel 07528366668)
stuart.mccrea@gmail.com

Pastoral & Preaching Support: Rev. Roy Mackay
(Tel 07519018429)
roymackay.5@gmail.com

Youth & Family Worker: Laura Hutcheson-Magee
(Tel 07927724198)
lhutcheson@hotmail.com
Clerk of Session: Heather Taylor
(Tel 07897243033)
heathertaylori163@hotmail.com
Church Office Secretary: Anne Milligan
(Tel 02890403589)
office@gilnahirkpresbyterian.org

Registered Charity in Northern Ireland: NIC 104474

Thanks to all those who contributed articles and items for this edition.
Articles for the Christmas Newsletter should be with the Newsletter
Committee or the Church Office Secretary not later than Sunday 8th
November. ltems received after 8th November will not be included until
the next issue. Please observe this deadline.
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Welcome folks.

As | write this, | am looking out at the many and varied large trees that
surround our manse garden in Holywood, and | realise that my mind has
shifted from just appreciating all their lush, leafy beauty, to anticipating
how much work there will be in clearing them off the ground in the
coming weeks! Seasonal changes can be challenging or exciting. Perhaps
you are looking back on the summer, wishing it would last just a little
longer (I imagine an enthusiastic "AMEN" from pupils and teachers
especially), or eagerly anticipating the particular beauty of autumnal
colours in the garden or park. Perhaps this is a time of exciting or
uncertain transition for you in other aspects of your life. For sure, each of
us connected with GPC are already in a season of change, and we
anticipate further change in the calling of a new minister. Will that be in
this next season? Only the Lord knows that.

In this and whatever the shifting seasons hold, let me encourage you to
keep a firm hold of faith in the Lord.

Lamentations 3: 21-24 “..this I call to mind, and therefore | have hope: The
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my
portion” says my soul, “therefore | will hope in him.”

Around church at this time of year, we have both summer and autumn in
view - looking back on some activities and experiences, and looking
forward to the opportunities of church groups and organisations
gathering again. In this change of seasons, is there something that you
could be part of in a new way? We cannot be ‘at’ or 'helping’ at every-
thing...but we certainly can be PRAYING over everything - committing it
all to the Lord - and we can be blessing and encouraging those who are
leading and helping in the many and varied aspects of GPC life: Church
staff team, Kirk Session, Church Committee, organisational leaders and
helpers, and the many other folks who keep things running behind the
scenes.

Thank you to all who have contributed to this newsletter. | pray that it
will be a spark of inspiration for prayerful and proactive interest,
participation and support of this church fellowship and friends in the
season ahead.

Grace and peace to you all

Stuart



SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

September

Tuesday 1st 7.30pm
Sunday 6th 11.00am

7.00pm

Sunday 13th  11.00am

Sunday 20th
Sunday 27th

October

Saturday 10th 2.30pm
Sunday 11th  11.00am

November
Sunday 1st 11.00am

Sunday 8th 11.00am

Saturday 28th 2-4pm
Sunday 29th

Prayer Gathering in the Church

All Age “Restart School Sunday” Service
Refreshments will be served afterwards

Evening Communion Service

Louise Davidson (Deaconess)

Toddler Church, Kids Church & ROOTS
re-start

Rev Roy Mackay

Rev Stuart McCrea

Decorating the Church for Harvest

Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Refreshments will be served afterwards

Communion Service

Remembrance Sunday Service

‘Get Ready for Christmas’ Event
First Sunday in Advent
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Summer Service Reports

URBAN
SAINTS

SUMMER
CAMPS

Cranfield Camp (10-14 year olds)

Cranfield is such an amazing camp to lead at, and I look forward to
going back every year. There were so many highlights and memorable
moments, including our prayer and praise night, water sports, and the
final-night campfire.

I was also incredibly encouraged by the amazing leadership team and
by the deep faith and friendships among the young people. It was
especially encouraging to see their passion for asking big questions
about faith and for praying for one another.

Please pray that our campers will become connected with local
groups, stay in contact with one another, and continue to grow in
their faith long after camp has finished.

Kalos Camp (14-18 year olds)

Kalos was the senior camp I had the privilege of leading at over the
summer. Some of my favourite activities included team games/wide
games, Todd’s Leap, and Hunt the Leader, which ended with a trip to
Mackle’s Ice Cream Shop!

One of the most encouraging things about Kalos is seeing young
people who have grown up through camps now using their gifts,
talents, and time to serve others. It was wonderful to see young
people taking part in the worship team at Kalos and hear about how
some of the young people have served in missionary trips over the
summer.

Please pray especially for our older campers who have recently
received their exam results, as they consider their next steps and
what the future holds for them. Pray that God would guide them, give
them wisdom, and continue to strengthen their faith as they begin this
next chapter.

Aimee Woods



<7 CHRISTIANS

> IN SPORT

This summer | decided to volunteer as a Trainee Leader at a Sports
Plus Camp put on by the Christians In Sport organisation. For the first
week of August | had this amazing opportunity not only to see for
myself how sport can be used as such a powerful way to spread the
love of Jesus, but also to grow in our own relationship with him. In the
past I've found it easy to treat them as two separate issues rather
than appreciating sport for the blessing it is. Not only was it great for
my own personal journey but it was so encouraging to share the Good
News with all the young people who came along as well.

From the moment they arrived through the gates at Campbell College,
their enthusiasm and willingness to listen was apparent. Whether it
was the fun activities, vibrant meetings or team bible studies for any
young person between the ages of 12-17, it was the perfect time to
ask questions and hear about Jesus’ story with our main theme being
“The Messiah”. Getting to know them over the week and hearing
about their ranging experiences with their faith was also encouraging
to see how sport can unite so many people. My highlight of the week
would have to be the memory verse competitions to the tune of ‘Lush
Life’ every evening and a challenge was surviving after losing my
voice on the first night. Overall | would definitely recommend these
camps for any young person interested in sport regardless of their
faith.

Oliver Duffield




Messy Church Summer Meet Up

Young families, leaders and helpers enjoyed a fantastic morning of
outdoor Messy Church in July, as 75 of us gathered together up at
Silkwood. We had a World Cup theme (since it was the same Sunday as
the 2026 Final) and great fun was had through all the themed games
and activities!

During our Storytime we thought about all of those footballers who try
to be “the best” in order to win what matters most to them... and then
Judith told us about a time when a young man asked Jesus a similar
question- “what must I do to be the best, to win eternal life...?” We
were all very interested to hear what Jesus said next, and the parable
he told. You can read about it for yourself in Luke 10 v 25-37!

For our craft activity we decorated
our very own Sports Water Bottles
(much needed in the July heat
wavel!) in a way that would remind
us of the story and how to keep
living Jesus’ way throughout the
summer.

Thank you so much to everyone
involved!






ROOTS Night Away 27th and 28th June 2026

Early on Saturday 27th June, nine members of ROOTS and three leaders
headed to Emerald Park, Dublin to be spun, twisted, rotated, soaked,
flipped upside down and generally made terrified by the many rides
available. Having survived the ordeal, pale-faced and nauseated, we met
up with Alan and Laura, making our merry band of brothers up to
fourteen. Using the medicinal powers of McDonalds, we braced ourselves
once more then headed for Christchurch Rathgar. The minister of
Christchurch is Rev Cheryl Meban who, as many of you know, was a past
Associate Minister in GPC. She kindly agreed that we could sleep overnight
in the church halls; in return for the hospitality, we had agreed to take the
church service the next morning.

The priority on arrival was to practise for the church service. Under the
watchful eye of Cheryl and her dog Tristan (who attends all the church
services) we were put through our paces. The nod and woof of approval
were given, and we were released to the madness of the evening ahead
— hide and seek extreme, four-square, stressful quizzing, major snacking,
late-night walk and fighting over sleeping space on hard church hall floors
all dragged us through to 2 am.

Note to self: Do not try to sleep in a room with a sensor activated light.

The morning came too soon, or for those who didn't sleep, not soon
enough!

The congregation numbers were small, only about forty people in attend-
ance that day but the welcome was warm and enthusiastic. Our young
people did drama, readings and prayers that they had practised for
Changemaker. Each of them took part and, as you can imagine they did
us proud. The church is old and spacious, with a large gallery at the back
— the sound system broke down but our GPC-trained kids projected like
the professionals they are. Stephen Chambers preached on Genesis
22:1-19, The Sacrifice of Isaac. He spoke well and challenged us all to a
life of greater commitment to Jesus.

We gave Cheryl a framed copy of the Changemaker artwork that the
young people had previously made and said our farewells, heading off to
Balbriggan beach for the next exciting instalment of fun in the sun —
swimming, spike ball and frisbee.



Our tired but happy bunch arrived back at GPC on Sunday evening
with strengthened faith, friendships and enthusiasm for all that lies
ahead for ROOTS in the new term.

I am immensely proud of these young people who are a joy to be
around. The leadership team of Stephen, Laura, Alan, Gareth, Lara
and Aimee are a top team full of enthusiasm and talent. ROOTS meets
on Sunday mornings during church and is for young people P7 and
over. We are looking forward to the fun and craic in the year ahead,
all the time growing in our faith as we learn about God together.

Julie-May Noteman — ROOTS’ leader




Safeguarding Update

We’re pleased to let you know that the Gilnahirk Child
Safeguarding documents have now been approved by Kirk Session
and are available from the Church Office on request. We have also
included a short version of our Policy document with this
Newsletter for your information.

As mentioned in our last few Newsletters, if you have any concerns
or would like to talk something through, please feel free to speakin
confidence with Judith, Heather, Patricia or Stuart.

Alternatively, you can contact the PCl Safeguarding Team at
safeguarding@presbyterian.org.

GPC Safeguarding Team

o SAFE PLACES
3 KIND REOPLE @
=y - L

here to
welcome,
(=

protect
EVETyDne,

¢

O 4 9§ i

RESPECT LISTEN CARE SFEAK P SUPPORET




SAFEGUARDING GROUP

4
rte Independent Governance 2~ i
%% and Safeguarding Review | %>~ NeQe

You can help us

The INEQE Safeguarding Group is an independent If you have any information, concerns or
company of safeguarding professionals. worries about something that happened
in or is related to the Presbyterian Church
We have been asked to carry out an independent in Ireland, you can contact us via this
safeguarding review to ensure the Presbyterian webpage.

Church in Ireland is doing all they can to create an
environment where everyone feels safe, valued and ineqe.com/presbyterian-church-in-ireland
respected.

Listening to and learning from individuals involved E Access the webpage
in the life and work of the Presbyterian Church in -

by scanning the
Ireland is an important part of the Review.

QR code

v

Tell us your views

Your participation is critically important and you
can help by taking part in an anonymous and
confidential survey.

We encourage you to be open and honest. We
will only share information if what you tell us
indicates a serious risk of harm.

i ineqe.com/presbyterian-church-in-ireland

Closing date is 21 September 2026

& Don't forget - If you or someone you know is
in immediate danger, it is important that you
quickly get the right help. Call the police on 999
or if you are calling from the Republic of Ireland
phone 112

NSPCC Helpline ISPCC Childline UK
. Helpline - 080 8800 5000 .  Support - 01 522 4300 . Helpline - 0800 1111
= Email - help@NSPCC.org.uk = Email - parentingsupport@ispcc.ie 4 Web - childline.org.uk

Childline ROI Samaritans UK and ROI

. Helpline - 1800 66 66 66 . Call 116 123

A Web - ispcc.ie/childline Visit in person to your local branch during their
opening hours.




THE GILNAHIRK FRIENDSHIP
GROUP e
Church Members are warmly invited to join us. W
@ Looking for friendship. fun, laughter, company and a wee
cuppa?
The Gilnahirk Friendship Group meets the first Wednesday
of each month where there's always a warm welcome and
plenty to enjoy.

Join us for
Films. Fun Quizzes. Games & Activities, <% Tea, Coffee &
Chat, \ Friendship. Afternoons out to local attractions.
o Need a 1ift?
If you would like to come but don't have transport, we'd be
delighted to collect you and bring you home afterwards. Just
let us know—we're happy to help.

Contact Patricia 07900665693 or Judith 07711832441

¥ We would love you to join us!

Whether you're coming for the first time or have been before.
you'll always receive a warm welcome.

Come along. make new friends, renew old acquaintances and
enjoy being part of the Gilnahirk Friendship Group!

First get together is on Wednesday 2nd September at 2:30 in
the Stye Brae when we will be having a Commonwealth
Games themed afternoon.

We look forward to our fortnightly Tuesday & Friday Discipleship
Groups resuming as together we continue with ‘The Bible Course’.
This term our focus will be on the New Testament. Both groups are very
open and welcoming to anyone who is interested in coming along, even if
you have never been before. We have a cuppa together to

start, watch some video material, and then enjoy a discussion e
time. People are free to simply listen or to contribute in Cucise
whatever way they would like to.

Our groups will resume on Tuesday 22nd @ 8pm and L o2
Friday 25th September @ 11.30am
Hope to see you there!




RESUMING
MONDAY 7TH
SEPTEMBER
11AM-12NOON

z There is something quietly special about Monday mornings
=i in the Stye Brae.
I As the doors apen and the kettle begins to sing a gentle rhythm
n settles in - the familiar get together known simply as Drop-in.
o For an hour each week the hall fills with the warmth of
conversation, laughter and fellowship wrapped in the comforting
m aroma of coffee and freshly baked scones.
Friends greet each other with easy smiles and a welcoming word
a to newcomers. The simple pleasure of sharing a scone becomes
something more meaningful. In a world that often feels rushed
w and stressful, Drop-In offers a pause - a space where time is
measured not in minutes but in moments shared.
z This group is also marked by the quiet generosity flowing through it.
[ | A few coins exchanged for a coffee and scone may seem small yet
z over time these modest contributions have mounted up enabling
generous contributions to be donated to a variety of good causes
z such as The Shankill Glucoma centre, Samaritan gift boxes and
Fire Lily gift boxes.
o There is no grand ceremony, no expectation just a shared
understanding that giving can make a difference. But perhaps
z the greatest gift of Drop-In is the sense of community and
belonging it creates.

> It reminds us that connections matter, that stories are worth

< sharing and a welcoming smile is never wasted.

Whether you come for the coffee, the company or simply a
a change of scene, you will find a place waiting for you.
You may even be fortunate to glimpse that rarest of sights .....
z a grown man doing the dishes!

Andrew Davidson



Gilnahirk Men’s Group

2026 - 2027 Programme

WE HAVE RETURNED!

Venue: Jack Britton Hall

Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church

Time: 10.30 am - 12.00 noon
Meetings - Fortnightly - 15t & 3" Wednesdays

Wednesday 7" October 2026 — 28" April 2027

Format: Cuppa, biccy, chat, speaker.

Suitable for ‘Men who are not too busy’
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William Shakespeare, Henry V
‘We happy few, we band of brothers’



GILNAHIRK LADIES GROUP

GI_G ?{,. Gilnahirk Ladies Group resumes
. its meetings on Monday 28th

September 2026.
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They meet in the Upper Stye
Brae Hall 2.15-3.45pm. (Lift access available).

All ladies will be most welcome to join. We
start with a cuppa and then enjoy a speaker
from a wide range of topics. We'll be having a
lovely Christmas Lunch on 7th December at
Castlereagh Hills Golf Club to round off the
first term. See you all there!

GLENARM CASTLE
257% %TW TALES FROM THE INSIDE BY ADRIAN MORROW

257% 9@7‘;5%“ MY LIFE AND WORK IN THAILAND

LORNA MCGOWAN

307% [ovempper  WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

RACHEL HARGER // NI VETERANS

7 [/ [ecerfer  CHRISTMAS LUNCH

267(f Jrrasry ~ RABBIE BURNS

LUCY MULHOLLAND // RSCDS BELFAST

B&B BY THE SEA
22 v fM SHARON MCILVEEN

22 v [loreh THOSE POSTBOX TOPPERS

SARAH HYLAND

25*% /%MZ WORLDWIDE VETERINARY SERVICE

SUSAN CUNNINGHAM

[Tl M ANNUAL OUTING




Presbyterian Women
Calling all ladies at GPC!

PW at Gilnahirk returns on Wednesday 16th
September at 2.30pm in the Stye Brae.
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of your pasture,
generation to generation

We have a packed programme this season as we
celebrate our 95th anniversary! We will meet on the
third Wednesday of each month.

Our opening speaker will be Tim Austin from
Blytheswood. We look forward to seeing you all there.



Men's Association

The Men's Association (Bowling Club) will be resuming its
Autumn / Winter sessions on Tuesday 8th September
at 7.3o0pm in the Jack Britton Hall and we invite any
member, relative, friend or neighbour who would like to
join with us to come along and enjoy a few games of bowls
as well as a cup of tea and good
chat.

You can be assured of a friendly
welcome and we have a selection
of bowls to choose from.

Ladies Bowls

We’re back on Tuesday 8" September @ 2.00pm
So get your bowls polished and practise your swing!
New members are very welcome
and if you’re not sure if it’s for you —

try a “taster” session
at our opening meeting in the JB Hall.
We guarantee fun, laughter, chat and a cuppa.
Please wear flat shoes.
Bowls are available.
Look forward to seeing everyone.




SAVE THE DATE!

On Saturday 28th November we will host our annual GET READY FOR
CHRISTMAS event and we would love everyone to get involved. This is a great
opportunity to encourage all our neighbours in the Gilnahirk community to come
into our church and hopefully get a picture of a warm and welcoming congregation.
It's for all of us too! Afternoon Tea, Christmassy craft tables, our popular “regifting
stall” and the JB Hall packed with kids’ activities. And maybe, most importantly, our
Church Sanctuary open with seasonal music. Please make a note of the date,
have a think about how you could help, save up any of your previously unwanted
items, pass on any new ideas and most importantly come along!




A huge THANK YOU to all the green-fingered volunteers (some of
whom are pictured below) who helped to tame our Garden of
Remembrance and worked hard to tidy up our church grounds
over the summer months!
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GILNAHIRK

HORTICULTURAL & CIVIC SOCIETY

MONTHLY MEETINGS

IN GILNAHIRK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

—) FIRST WEDNESDAY

E OF EACH MONTH AT 8PM
ot
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TALKS ‘ COMPETITION IDEA SWAPS PLANT SWAPS # )
Inspiring speakers ; TABLES Share tips, advice Bring a plant, ‘
on a variety of Show off your and experiences take a plant,
gardening topics plants, flowers with fellow everyone
= 3 gardeners ‘ welcome!

and creativity

&ﬂ e
74 L9NE wﬁre&fw/ w
GARDENING WELCOME!

V)
J



Knit & Natter

Whilst the rhythmic clicking of knitting needles may have been absent
from the Stye Brae hall during this long, hot summer the ladies were
weaving a crafty plan to keep hands busy! We were delighted to have
a lovely Coffee Morning at Betty Robb's house on 22" July which
raised the amazing sum of £400 for Action Cancer, a local charity
close to our hearts. All the proceeds raised stay in NI. Although no
actual knitting was done, that morning there was plenty of nattering
as we strengthened our friendships over coffee, tea, scones and tray-
bakes!

THANK YOU
KNIT AND
MATTER GROUP

tor raising @ phenomenal

£400

Thars you for your eness Bppo, The momey
anrg

The actual Knitting and Nattering will recommence on Wednesday
9t September from 10.30 to noon in the Stye Brae Hall. There's a
cuppa and a warm welcome awaiting you. Do come and join us for
fellowship and fun! You might even get to finish a project you have
started! Help from experienced knitters is available!!



2025 Annual Report

Copies of the 2025 Annual Report are now available on Sundays
after the service. A digital copy may be requested by sending an
email to the Church Office.

F.W.0. ROTA
Sept Martin Childs  Jenny Childs Alison Renfrew
Oct  Willie Noteman Paul Blundell Johnny Cunningham
Nov  Roberta Coates Richard Patterson Roberta Patterson
Dec  John Cummings Robert Gregg Harold Reford

Flower Delivery Rota
September Stephen & Carol Chambers
October Ruth Andress

November Thelma Jackson

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER

Deaths
Mavis Creaney 5th July
Valerie Cooper 12th August

Stanley Brown 13th August




Flower Calendar

'The kiss of the sun for comfort
The song of the birds for mirth

One is nearer God'’s heart in a
garden

Than anywhere else on earth.”

Dorothy Frances Gurney

Pictured: Valerie Gamble (left) and Clara

We don't have a garden in Gilnahirk but every week, courtesy of
generous contributors, we all enjoy beautiful flowers in Church. These
are then distributed by a team of volunteers to members of our Church
family who, for a variety of reasons, are not able to be in Church with
us.

None of this happens by accident. For the last 20 years Valerie Gamble
has overseen the Flower ministry in GPC, recruiting contributors and
distributors and ensuring all the Sundays are covered, while providing
and delivering flowers herself.

Valerie has now decided to step down and we want to say a big
thank you to her for all her hard work. This takes place quietly and
efficiently in the background, but the many expressions of thanks from
the recipients of flowers demonstrate how valuable a service this is
and how much it is appreciated.

We are delighted that Clara McLaughlin, who has herself been involved
for over 15 years, has agreed to take over. We wish her well in this
important and valued ministry.

Anyone who would like to get involved, please speak to
Clara.




Vestibule Reception Rota 2026

Sep 11:00am Rab Toland
Andrew Kerr*
Don Eakin

7:00pm David Mark

Oct 11:00am Richard Montgomery
Jill Kerry
Mark Blundell*

7:00pm John Cummings

Nov 11:00am Edna Caldwell
Willie Noteman
Carol Anderson*

7:00pm  Patricia Gowdy
Dec 11:00am  Barbara Anderson*
Hilary Morrow
Stephen Brown

7:00pm  Andrew Kerr

*Indicates reception duties at Stye Brae Centre, the security of
premises and plate collection.

Evening services will be on the 1% and the 3™ of the month.

Those lifting the collection in the centre rows are to always start with the
Choir.

General reminder to all members on vestibule duty of the new regulations
regarding Fire/Health & Safety. Each member should ensure they know where
all emergency fire exits & fire extinguishers are located and they will act as
Fire Marshalls in the event should it become necessary.

Members on duty should have the church doors open no later than 30 minutes
before the commencement of each service.

It is the responsibility of those rostered to arrange for Session/Committee
deputies if unable to attend.




RECOMMENCEMENT DATES OF ORGANISATIONS

Toddler Church
Kids Church
ROOTS

Youth Club
Toddler Group

Squirrels
Beavers
Cubs
Scouts
Explorers
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Rangers
Choir
Praise Group

Contact Singers

PW (Presbyterian Women)

Ladies Bowling

Men’s Association (Bowls)
Gilnahirk Ladies Group
Gilnahirk Men’s Group

Sun 13th Sept - 11.00am Birth-3yrs
Sun 13th Sept - 11.00am 3yTS +
Sun 13th Sept - 11.00am P7 +

Sat 19th Sept - 7.00pm Year 8 +
Thu 10th Sept - 10.00am  Birth-gqyrs

Tue 15th Sept - 6.30-7.30pm Boys 4-6yrs
Mon 7th Sept - 6.15-7.30pm Boys 6-8yrs
Thu 3rd Sept - 6.45-8.30pm Boys 8-11yrs
Thu 10th Sept - 7.00-9.00pm Boys 11-14yrs
Tuesdays as arranged Boys 14 yrs +
Wed o9th Sept - 6.15-7.15pm Girls 4-7yrs
Wed ogth Sept - 6.15-7.30pm Girls 7-10yrs
Wed 16th Sept - 7.45-9.15pm Girls 10-14yrs
Wed 9th Sept (Outing) Girls 14-18yrs

Thu 10th September- 7.30pm

As arranged

Mon 7th Sept - 6.30pm

Wed 16th Sept - 2.30pm

Tue 8th Sept - 2.00-4.30pm

Tue 8th Sept - 7.30pm

Mon 28th Sept - 2.15-3.45pm

Wed 7th Oct - 10.30am-12.00 noon

Gilnahirk Friendship Group Wed 2nd Sept - 2.30pm

Monday Morning Drop In

Knit & Natter
Men @ GPC

Mon 7th Sept - 11.00am-12.00 noon
Wed gth Sept - 10.30am-12.00 noon
As arranged

Gilnahirk Horticultural & Civic Society Wed 2nd Sept - 8.00pm

Keep Fit

Fri 11th Sept - 10.00-11.00am



Gilnahirk Preshyterian Church exists to show the love of God in Christ Jesus,
proclaim the Gospel and enable people to find its healing power,
encourage members to worship and learn together and grow in faith,
and apply the faith in practical concern and help to others.
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