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Thanks to all those who contributed articles and items for this edition.   
Articles for the Spring Newsletter should be with the Magazine            
Committee or the Church Office Secretary not later than Sunday 27th 
February. Items received after 27th February will not be included until 
the next issue.  Please observe this deadline. 
 

The Magazine Committee: 
Judith Morrow (Convenor) Mark Blundell  Roberta Patterson 
Thelma Jackson    Margaret Campbell  Martin Childs 
Audrey Smallwood  Brian Campbell  Rachel Toland 
Kay Price    Geraldine Whyte  Robert McDowell 

 

GILNAHIRK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Minister: Rev. Stephen Moore 
(Tel 02890795136)  

moorestephen@hotmail.com 
 

Assistant Minister: Rev. Mariann Gilicze 
(Tel 07404439433) 

marianngilicze@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral & Preaching Support: Rev. Roy Mackay 
(Tel 02892682426) 

roymackay.5@gmail.com  
 

Youth & Family Worker: Laura Hutcheson-Magee 
(Tel 07927724198) 

ljhutcheson@hotmail.com 
 

Youth & Children’s Ministry Worker: Jemma Wilson 
(Tel 07548219598) 

 

Clerk of Session: William Smyth 
(Tel 02890486548) 

billysmyth@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Church Office Secretary: Anne Milligan 
Tuesday—Thursday 12.00 noon - 4.00pm; Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

(Tel 02890403589) 
gilnahirkpres@btinternet.com 



 

 

Dear friends, 
During the autumn we have been reflecting on the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
(PCI) “Share” resource in a few Sunday morning services and engaging in 
discussion on it in our Discipleship Groups. The aim of “Share” is to encourage us 
and better equip us to be able to share our faith, not just in actions but also in 
words. As the apostle Peter puts it: ‘In your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.’ (1 Peter 3v15) 
As a congregation we have been responding to the need to “Share” in practical 
ways as we have emerged from Covid. In addition to our existing organisations 
and activities which have in large measure resumed, a “Monday Morning Drop In” 
(11.00am - 12.00 noon) has attracted a good number of people who enjoy chat and 
a cup of tea or coffee. A “Warm Welcome” space has been created on Tuesday 
and Wednesday mornings (10.00am - 12.00 noon) so that anyone who wishes to 
come along can have a cuppa, read a book or paper, knit or chat. 
Over the Christmas period we will raise funds for the Presbyterian Children’s 
Society and PCI’s World Development Appeal which this year highlights the 
challenges for the Church in Lebanon and South Sudan, as well as families 
donating toys to the Salvation Army for distribution to children and young people 
in need locally. Our contributions to the Dundonald Manna Foodbank are ongoing. 
On Saturday 10th December from 4.30pm to 5.30pm we will welcome one and all 
to a Community Christmas Celebration. Please come and bring a family member, 
friend or neighbour along with you. 
It is good for us to show that we care for others in practical ways but of course it is 
also essential that we share our faith with them in words. As Jesus affirmed in 
Matthew 4v4, quoting from the Old Testament: ‘It is written: “Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’  
So let us all take the opportunity of this Advent and Christmas season to speak to 
those around us of the fact that God has shared Himself with us. The Father sent 
the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit to share His amazing grace with sinful 
people like us. This is the heart of the message of Christmas - God’s heart is for us 
and He is prepared to have His heart broken for us and for our salvation. Perhaps 
this Christmas will be a significant moment in your life when you recognize God’s 
call upon your life and you respond by seeking His forgiveness and receiving His 
commissioning to live a life of faith and obedience. 
May you receive and share the Lord’s blessing this Christmas. 
Stephen Moore 
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JESUS COMES TO US 
 
Mariann Gilicze 
 
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’ (Revelation 1:8) 
 

 
 
During the four weeks leading up to Christmas, Christians celebrate Advent, 
a season full of expectations, hope and longing.  
 
Advent is a Latin word that means “coming” or “arrival”, reminding us that 
we live between two “arrivals”. We remember and celebrate the Son of God 
coming to us as one of us, fully God and fully human, born as a baby in  
Bethlehem (Luke 2:11-15). We also anticipate His future victorious return as 
King of all kings. Along with him, we wait for the renewal of all things, a 
new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1-7). 
 
Revelation 1:8 reminds us that “drawing near to us” has always been part of 
God’s person and character. God has always been the one “to come to us”. 
Even though our sins and desires separate us and lead us away from God, his 
love and goodness never stop pursuing us (Psalm 23:6). 
 
During Advent, we are invited to intentionally slow down our rhythms and 
routines and ask ourselves: “Is it possible that in my daily comings and           
goings, I leave very little time to draw near to God? Do I fill my life to the 
brim and leave no room for God to come close to me?” 
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Let’s consider how we could make intentional time and space to linger in 
God’s presence this season. Use the space below to write out rhythms you 
want to practise this Advent season.  

 
Let’s ask God to meet with us during a holiday season that is often full of 
distractions and to-do lists.  
 

A prayer for Advent 
(1 Corinthians 16:22) 
 

“Lord Jesus, you came and brought love into this world, 
Be the love that dwells in us. 
Christ Jesus, you came and brought peace into this world, 
Be the peace that dwells amongst us. 
Son of God, you brought joy into this world, 
Be the joy that surrounds us. 
You are the one who was and is and is to come, 
You are the solid rock we stand upon. 
Be the centre of our lives always,  
and particularly in this Advent season. 
Along with Paul, and with one heart, we pray:  
“Come, Lord, come!”  
Amen. 
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Coming to Gilnahirk in the New Year! 
 

THE FILM  
 

Against the Tide is a travelogue, an examination of modern science, an 
excursion into history, an autobiography, and so much more. But at its 
heart, it is the story of one man’s daring stand against the tide of            
contemporary atheism and its drive to relegate belief in God to society’s 
catalogue of dead ideas.  
 

John Lennox (esteemed Oxford professor, mathematician and             
philosopher of science) along with veteran Hollywood actor, Kevin       
Sorbo, journey from the university hallways of Oxford and Cambridge 
to the Holy Land to explore the intersection of science and Christianity 
and the evidence on which Lennox’s Christian faith stands firm.  
 

Along the way, Professor Lennox illustrates his scholarly travels in the 
former Soviet Union as well as his debates with prominent atheists,       
including Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Lawrence Krauss, 
and Peter Singer.  
 

“I have taken a stand against atheism because I am convinced that it is 
perilously built on false premises and misinterpretations of evidence. 
Some of it is from science and some of it is from history. Properly      
understood, the evidence inexorably points to the existence of a creator 
God.” (Professor John Lennox)  
 

Bringing together the evidence from science and history, follow John 
Lennox’s battle for the truth about God, told throughout this journey 
with a difference - and experience the difference the evidence can make! 
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ABOUT JOHN LENNOX  
 

John Lennox, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at the University of 
Oxford, is an internationally renowned speaker and author.  
 

His books, which span the fields of science, philosophy and religion, 
include God’s Undertaker: Has Science Buried God?, Gunning for 
God, and 2084: Artificial Intelligence, the Future of Humanity, and the 
God Question. At the start of the Covid-19 pandemic he wrote the 
short popular book Where is God in a Coronavirus World? which was 
distributed to all homes within the congregation in 2020. 
 

He also happens to be from Northern Ireland originally and is the        
uncle of Kristyn Getty who, along with her husband Keith, is rightly 
held in high regard for the many excellent contemporary praise hymns 
they have produced in recent years such as ‘In Christ alone’, ‘The Lord 
is my salvation’ and ‘The power of the cross’. 
 
ABOUT KEVIN SORBO 
 

Kevin Sorbo, a veteran Hollywood actor, director, and producer, is 
best known for his lead role in Hercules: The Legendary Journeys, one 
of the highest-rated syndicated television programmes in the world, 
TV series Andromeda and the motion pictures God’s Not Dead and 
Let There Be Light.  
 
We will be watching the film over 2 evenings with a discussion night 
after each viewing — all in the relaxed format of Café Church in the 
Stye Brae Upper Hall.  Come early (from 6.30pm onwards to get your 
cuppa and treats! 
 

So please keep the following dates in mind and invite others who may 
be interested in exploring some of the themes that will be considered: 
 

Café Church Film “Against the Tide” Part 1  
on Sunday 15th January at 7.00pm 

 

Café Church Discussion on “Against the Tide” Part 1 
on Sunday 5th February at 7.00pm    

 

Café Church Film “Against the Tide” Part 2 
on Sunday 19th February at 7.00pm 

 

Café Church Discussion on “Against the Tide” Part 2 
on Sunday 19th March at 7.00pm 



 

 

 

CHURCH DIARY 
 

November 
Sunday 27th  11.00am   1st Sunday in Advent     
      & World Development Service 
 

December 
Sunday 4th   11.00am   2nd Sunday in Advent & Gift Service 
   7.00pm   Advent Service led by the Choir  
Sunday 11th  11.00am   3rd Sunday in Advent 
    6.30pm   Uniformed Organisations Christmas      
      Service 
Sunday 18th  11.00am    Young Gilnahirk Nativity 
   7.00pm    Service of Lessons & Carols 
Tuesday 20th 7.00-8.00pm Candlelit Church open for reflection  
          and prayer  
Friday 23rd   7.30pm    “Night of the Father’s Love” 
Sunday 25th  10.00am   Christmas Morning Celebration 
      (World Development Appeal) 
 

January 
Sunday 1st  11.00am   New Year Communion 
   7.00pm      Evening Worship 
Sunday 8th   11.00am   “Share - Inviting Encounter” 
Sunday 15th  11.00am   James Crockett (Braniel Community  
      Church) 
   7.00pm   Café Church Film “Against the Tide”  
      Part 1 
Sunday 22nd 7.00pm   United Service in Braniel Church 
 

February 
Sunday 5th  7.00pm   Café Church Discussion on “Against the  
      Tide” Part 1 
Sunday 19th  7.00pm   Café Church Film “Against the Tide”  
      Part 2 
Sunday 26th  11.00am   Thinking Day / Founders Day Service 
 

March 
Sunday 5th   7.00pm   East Belfast Presbytery Mission Evening 
      with Rick Hill (Mission in Ireland) 
      in Stormont Presbyterian Church 
       N.B. No service in GPC 
Sunday 19th  11.00am   PW Service 
   7.00pm   Café Church Discussion on “Against the  
      Tide” Part 2 
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A lasting image televised into millions of homes around the world was the 
funeral of the late Queen Elizabeth II.   
 

For me, a very poignant  
moment was when the 
wand of office was              
ceremonially broken and 
the symbols of monarchy 
were then removed from 
the coffin.  The action 
symbolised the end of the 
sovereign’s reign and         
authority – even for the 
most powerful, things 
come to an end. 
 

At a funeral of a former Prime Minister, several years ago, the then Bishop 
of London reminded several million television viewers that in death            
everyone is brought to the same level – even those who hold great political 
power and influence. Once again humanity is shown to be powerless 
against certain forces and outcomes in life. 
 

The Anglican Book of Common Prayer, used at such funerals, refers to 
Psalm 103 in its liturgy.  It reads: 
 

“The days of man are but as grass:  
 for he flourisheth as a flower of the field.   
For as soon as the wind goeth over it, is gone:  
 and the place thereof shall know it no more.” 
 

Despite this sombre note about the frailty of mankind, the message of 
hope, through trusting in God, still shines through in the next sentence 
where we read: 
 

“But the merciful goodness of the Lord  
 endureth for ever and ever upon them that fear Him.” 
 

God’s eternal presence is always near to us so that through faith in Him 
even death can lose its power. 
 

As we now approach Christmas, this message is fully seen in the birth of 
Jesus.  In Christ, we see the Son of God becoming man and offering us 
new life and a new beginning through faith in Him. 
 

We read these words in John chapter 1 verse 14: 
 

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen 
His glory, the glory of the one and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” 
 

Roy Mackay 
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ROOTS AM 
 
ROOTS AM meets on a Sunday morning during church and is for 
children and young people Primary 6 and over. Its primary aim is 
Christian teaching but we do have social events to develop the 
friendships and keep us laughing.  
On 31st October we went by train to Portrush, completed a photo 
challenge in the rain and spent too much time and money in     
Curry’s Funpark Portrush (previously Barry’s). Those still with 
stomachs intact managed a chippy before the train journey home.  
Risk assessment for next trip: 

Do not sit on the inside of a twirling thing if a heavier person is 
sitting  beside you on the outside. 

Take Stugeron before getting on the ride. 
Do not agree to look after children’s bags. The children will 

abandon you. 
Do not agree to get on any ride that physically turns you upside 

down. 
Bring a kitchen roll, a plastic bag and wipes. 
Note that the change of train at Coleraine involves crossing to 

another platform. 
Note that crossing to the other platform may take some people 

longer than you think (it is wise to develop a friendly               
relationship with the guard) 

Stephen Chambers looks out of place on a carousel. 
 
We also squeezed in a pre-church breakfast on 13th November.  
The boys on frying duty were decidedly suspect as were the              
resulting eggs; Pancake makers were…let’s just call them creative! 
Fruit washers did an excellent job! The house remains standing, 
we all had fun and that’s what we call ‘a success’.  
Thank you to the ROOTS team and the wonderful young people. 
They never fail to bring a smile to my face and a grey hair to my 
head.  
 

Julie-May Noteman 
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Youth Club  
September - November 2022  

 
This term at Youth Club has been great so far. We run every 
other Saturday night from 7pm to 9pm. We have had a range 
of activities and theme nights, as well as the “normal” nights 
with all the usual pursuits at Youth Club. Throughout the 
term, we have welcomed over 60 young people through the 
doors, many old faces, and some new faces.  
 
In October, we invited an organisation called ‘Love for Life’ 
to share with us. The young people were split into an older 
and younger group and staff from the organisation took a 
session on ‘Social Media’ and considered how this has an 
impact on the young people and their relationships and the 
positive and negatives of using social media. Our thought 
spots this term have been based on four parables, teaching us 
that God loves us and how we should live a life dedicated to 
Jesus.  
 
Throughout the term, we had a range of activities to offer the 
young  people: a quiz night, a pizza night, and a FIFA                 
competition. On 3rd  December, we are taking 50 young           
people bowling as a Christmas treat and then we will finish 
the term off with a Christmas Party!  Something new we 
have introduced this term has been a Post Box, which allows 
young people to make suggestions for Youth Club, including 
tuck shop, activities and trips they would like. As well as that 
though, each night, we encourage the young people to fill out 
a card if they have a prayer request or if they want to know 
more about God and having a faith.  

Jemma Wilson 
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 Contributions to Church Funds 
 

Please note that any contributions to Church funds should be 
made by Sunday 1st January 2023 for inclusion in the 2022     
Annual Report.  Thank you. 
 
If you pay be standing order and do not wish to have envelopes 
please contact Michael Thompson. 
 
 

**************************************** 

It’s that time of year when our support for the Presbyterian 
Children’s Society is needed. In responding to the need 
within out Presbyterian community the Society’s Grants 
continue to help in challenging circumstances. 
 
This year when reflecting on the current harsh economic 
realities and the likely further challenges ahead the need for 
sustaining income to the Society, to meet the growing       
demand for help is even greater. You should have received 
an envelope with your magazine, if not envelopes are      
available at the entrance doors to the church. Please         
continue our excellent support for the Children’s Society. 



 

 

Ten new girls joined us in Sep-
tember and we now have 41   
Brownies.  We were delighted 
to welcome three new leaders 
as well - Olivia and Imogen, 
who were previously in 
Brownies, and Autumn from 
Texas who has married a local 
boy and now lives nearby. 

 

We've had a varied programme.  We worked on various badges      
including Carbon Monoxide badge, I'm a Physicist and Tomorrow, 
Today and Yesterday - a badge to celebrate Girlguiding Ulster’s 
100th anniversary.  Games and craft feature largely in our               
programme too.   
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The Brownies really         enjoyed having a go at fencing (the 
sport!).  They were shown fencing moves and then fully 
equipped with masks and swords they parried with a partner.   
 
Of course October   wouldn't be complete without our chocolate 
apples!! 
 
We still collect loose change for WaterAid and used postage 
stamps for RNIB so ...  
thank you to everyone who has contributed.  
 
Edna Caldwell 
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Wishing you all a Very Happy Christmas 
 

Here are a few things for you to do as you wait for Christmas and the    
exciting story of how the Three Wise Men got to Bethlehem. 
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The Lost Star 
 

“Oh goodness and oh dearie me” 
Said Wise Men – One, Two and Three 

As they saw a Big Star so shiny and bright 
Above their tents one very dark night. 

 
“Oh goodness, oh dearie me” said all three 
“what a fuss but go after it we really must”. 
So when the humpty camels were all ready 
They plodded off keeping slow and steady. 

 
Well girls and boys what is all that noise 

Our Wise Men  are in a bother - The Star is lost 
Has it gone behind a tree – Did you see? 

“Oh goodness and oh dearie me” 
 

Now the Shiny Star just popped out again 
Shining over a small stable in Bethlehem 
Our Wise Men – Three, Two and  One 
Knew their long camel ride was done 

 
In the Star’s warm glow, amid the hay 

Little Jesus in a cosy manger lay 
The Wise Men – One Two and Three 
Left their special gifts by Mary’s knee 

 
So the first Christmas gifts were given 
Beneath that Lost Star in the heavens 

Behind an Inn in Bethlehem town 
By Wise Men kneeling on the ground 

 
    

You can read  the full story 
in Matthew Chapter 2 v 1-12 
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Remember to find the differences before cutting out the Tree Angel                     
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Colour your own Angel and with Mum’s or Dad’s help cut it out for your  
                                                          

Christmas tree 
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What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus? 
Claustrophobic 

 
Why does Santa have 3 gardens?  
So he can ho-ho-ho. 

 
Why was Santa's little helper depressed?  
Because he had low elf esteem. 

 
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire?    
Frostbite.  

 
What do snowmen eat for breakfast?     Snowflakes. 

 
T'was the night before Christmas and all through the house,                                               
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.                                                                     
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care.                                                                
They'd been worn all week and needed the air.  

 
Q. What do you get if you cross mistletoe and a duck?  
A. A Christmas Quacker.  

 
Q. What do call Santa when he stops moving?  
A. Santa Pause!  

 
Q. Where does a snowman keep his money?  
A. In a snow bank.  

 
Q. Why do mummies like Christmas so much?  
A. Because of all the wrapping! 
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At our first meeting of the new session on Wednesday, 21st        
September Rev Roy Mackay answered questions about his life 
and work and his adjustment to retirement and then gave a very           
interesting talk on our theme for the year ‘Deeper together’ which 
is based on Romans 12:10: ‘Be devoted to one another love.            
Honour one another above yourselves’. We all found his words 
helpful and encouraging. 
 
On 19th October Rev William Harkness gave us a fascinating           
account of his work in Friendship House in Sandy Row which 
was built over 30 ago and is mainly supported by Presbyterian         
Women. Rev Harkness has been the Minister of Great Victoria 
Street Presbyterian Church for the past 5 years but like most         
inner city churches the congregation has greatly reduced in  
members so Friendship House has become the main focus of his 
ministry. He talked about the work carried out there by a small 
team of dedicated people working mainly with children in after 
school clubs and Mother & Toddlers groups. Recently they have 
linked up with refugees living in a nearby hotel and he told us of 
the great need there which they are hoping to develop with these 
very traumatised people. 
 
Our Coffee Morning on Saturday 5th November raised £700 to 
date.   We would like to thank everyone for their very generous 
support. 
 
At our meeting on 16th November we are looking forward to  
having Stephen Cowan talk about his work as a missionary in  
Kenya. 
 
We extend a very warm welcome to all ladies to attend our             
meetings which take place on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Stye Brae.  
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Christmas version of 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 
 

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of              
twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my             
family, I’m just another decorator! 
 
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas             
biscuits, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautiful 
adorned table at meal time but do not show love to my family, 
I’m just another cook! 
 
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give 
all I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profit 
me nothing! 
 
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted            
snowflakes, attend a host of holiday parties and sing in the choir’s 
cantata, but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point! 
 
Love tops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the             
decorating to kiss the husband. Love is kind, though harried and 
tired. Love does not envy another’s home that has coordinated 
Christmas china and table linens. 
 
Love doesn’t yell at the kinds to get out of the way, but is thankful 
that they are there to be in the way. Love doesn’t give only to 
those who are able to give in return but rejoices to those who 
can’t. 
 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never fails! 
 
Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will 
rust, but giving the gift of love will endure! 
 
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas! 
 
This was read at the Salvation Army Christmas Concert. 
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One of my earliest spor ng memories, and one of my earliest TV memories, are 
happens - one and the same thing. I can s ll vividly recall the setup of my parents liv-
ing room, and my exact posture and place within it, as Gerry Armstrong fired past the 
sprawling Luis Arconada to give Northern Ireland a 1-0 lead over Spain in a 1982 
World Cup match, the Spanish goalkeeper having palmed a Billy Hamilton cross 
straight into Armstrong’s path.  
 
Since then, summers every two years have been li ed by the football fes vals that 
are the World Cup and European Championships. 1986 saw Northern Ireland at the 
World Cup again, gamely suffering just a 3-0 defeat against Brazil on Pat Jennings
41st birthday. 1990 was, as if we could forget, the World Cup of Gazza’s tears and 
Waddle’s penalty miss, England losing out to West Germany on penal es in semi
heartache. And on I could go.  
 
This year’s World Cup kicks off on Sunday 20th November with hosts Qatar playing 
Ecuador. 2022 will see the first ever ‘Winter World Cup’, as Qatar’s extreme heat in 
the summer would mean playing the tournament in its tradi onal June to July slot 
would have been both unsafe and unreasonable for players.  
 
But its ming and fixture list, its group pairings, the squad lists and star profiles, the 
wall charts and newspaper preview guides, will this year be irrelevant to me, because 
for the first me in my life, I’ll be giving the World Cup a miss.  
 
Football’s commercialism has long marred the elite sport’s ability to self-reference as 
‘the beau ful game’, but there are three reasons why this World Cup are the point 
I’m drawing a line, none of them needing long drawn-out explana on, given how well
-known they are. 
 
The first is the corrup on - tales of bribery and backroom poli cs - associated with 
FIFA, and par cular allega ons a ached to how it is that Qatar won this World Cup in 
the first place.  
 
The second is ‘sports washing’, the fact that this World Cup will be just the latest ex-
ample of an oppressive regime using elite sports as a way to project an image on the 

World Cup 2022  
One of my earliest sporting memories, and one of my earliest TV           
memories, are -    it so happens - one and the same thing. I can still        
vividly recall the setup of my   parents living room, and my exact posture 
and place within it, as Gerry Armstrong fired past the sprawling Luis         
Arconada to give Northern Ireland a 1-0 lead over Spain in a 1982 World 
Cup match, the Spanish goalkeeper having palmed a Billy Hamilton cross 
straight into Armstrong’s path.  
 
Since then, summers every two years have been lifted by the football      
festivals that are the World Cup and European Championships. 1986 saw 
Northern Ireland at the World Cup again, gamely suffering just a 3-0  
defeat against Brazil on Pat Jennings’ 41st birthday. 1990 was, as if we 
could forget, the World Cup of Gazza’s tears and Waddle’s penalty miss, 
England losing out to West Germany on penalties in semi-final             
heartache. And on I could go.  
 
This year’s World Cup kicks off on Sunday 20th November with hosts 
Qatar playing Ecuador. 2022 will see the first ever ‘Winter World Cup’, as 
Qatar’s extreme heat in the summer would mean playing the tournament 
in its traditional June to July slot would have been both unsafe and        
unreasonable for players.  
 
But its timing and fixture list, its group pairings, the squad lists and star 
profiles, the wall charts and newspaper preview guides, will this year be 
irrelevant to me, because for the first time in my life, I’ll be giving the 
World Cup a miss.  
 
Football’s commercialism has long marred the elite sport’s ability to         
self-reference as ‘the beautiful game’, but there are three reasons why this 
World Cup are the point I’m drawing a line, none of them needing long 
drawn-out explanation, given how well-known they are. 
 
The first is the corruption - tales of bribery and backroom politics -             
associated with FIFA, and particular allegations attached to how it is that 
Qatar won this World Cup in the first place.  
 
The second is ‘sports washing’, the fact that this World Cup will be just 
the latest example of an oppressive regime using elite sports as a way to 
project an image on the world stage that is altogether different from the 
daily experience of its minorities and activists.  
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And the third reason - the most important factor for me in my inability to 
watch and enjoy the tournament - is the terrible exploitation and suffering 
of the thousands of migrant workers who built Qatar’s World Cup          
infrastructure, many of them paying even with their lives. The 2022 World 
Cup will be a tournament built - quite literally - on human misery.  

In the Old Testament, the two great sins of God’s people Israel were        
idolatry and injustice. I don’t know that I’m an ardent enough football fan 
to ever say it’s been an idol for me - 40 years of supporting Ipswich Town 
has had many more lows than highs - but if I was to simply ignore the       
injustice and pretend this is just any other international football               
tournament, then maybe I would be making an idol of the sport. And even 
if that statement is to be too hard on myself, I’d certainly feel it was the 
sporting equivalent, each time I sit down on my sofa and lift my remote 
control, of crossing to the other side of the road so I don’t have to think 
about how it is the stunning stadiums came about.  
 
There are, of course, no verses in the Bible that tell us exactly what to do in 
such situations. To some indeed, this may seem hairshirted and joyless, 
and I hope it’s understood that it’s a personal choice and not a puritanical 
choice. One friend has already pointed out - rightly - that I’m not going to 
achieve anything by foregoing this World Cup: no broadcaster, FIFA      
mandarin or sponsor is going to care at all about me or my stance. But it’s 
become for me a matter of conscience, something that has stirred inside 
me that I feel I can’t ignore.  
 
Others will feel differently, perhaps pointing out that 2022 has been such 
a difficult year that they’ll gladly take the escapism and spectacle the               
tournament offers, and enjoy its diversion for a couple of weeks. Which is 
a point of view I’m not deaf to, and I respect that choice.  
 
But one thing I hope we’d all agree on is that as first-world citizens, at 
least we have a choice, and certainly a greater ability to choose than          
impoverished construction workers who felt they had to head to Qatar in 
search of work.  
 
Colin Neill works in local economic development, and is a PCI accredited 
preacher and spiritual director.  
 
Please note that the statements and views expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Contemporary 
Christianity or Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church. 
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A Very Special Day in Belfast          George McDowell 
 

On Tuesday 13th September Mum and I decided to go to Belfast City Hall to sign 
the Book of Condolence set up there for the late Queen. We both felt very    
shaken by the news of her sudden passing, having, like most people, greatly    
admired and respected her. Mum had actually been invited to a garden party in 
Hillsborough Castle in 2001, where the Queen and Prince Philip were present. I 
myself regrettably never met the Queen personally, although I, too, participated 
in another Hillsborough garden party in 2002, meeting Prince Charles and    
Camilla. – Following events on the media, we, like everybody else, were aware 
that the new King Charles would be – after Scotland - spending a day in     
Northern Ireland, before returning to London for the State Funeral. It was     
expected that they would arrive to Hillsborough Castle and later to Belfast, 
where passing through the city centre they would participate in a thanksgiving 
service in St Ann’s Cathedral. It was originally not our intention to stay in the 
city centre to wait for the royal motorcade passing by.  

Since it was still early (10 am) Dad was able to drive through the back gates of 
the  City Hall and let us off in the quadrangle. The grounds surrounding the City 
Hall were already closed, although quite packed with security and camera staff. 
A big screen had been set up to show the continuous news coverage. At that 
stage the royal party were just leaving Edinburgh by road, winding their way to 
the airport. Having got into the big, domed foyer (courteously via the disabled 
entrance) we were shown to the books which were laid out on several tables 
with comfortable chairs. Things were already busy with both young and old 
signing. So did we, also adding brief messages of appreciation and thanks. Dad 
did not stay since parking was scarce but Mum and I did not feel like going 
home just yet, so we agreed that we would take the bus home later.  

We had to walk out of the City Hall grounds through the side entrance since the 
main gates were closed. By the time we reached Royal Avenue people with   
rucksacks were already gathering by the surrounding fences, even chairs were 
set up. There was a good atmosphere, also the sun came out. Walking down 
Royal Avenue we turned into Marks and Spencer’s for a rest stop. It was almost 
deserted of actual shoppers (although the upstairs ‘rest rooms’ were busy 
enough!) because everyone was anchored outside in potential viewing positions.  

Walking on slowly with my stick was pretty tiring, so another rest had to be 
found on a sunny bench in High Street. Mum went ahead to find out whether 
we could sit in anywhere to have some lunch. It was after 12 by now and we 
were feeling hungry. We eventually managed to sit down for lunch in a pleasant 
small restaurant on the top of High Street which was rapidly filled. Looking out 
from our window seats we noticed that everybody was  walking in the direction 
of North Street which led to the Cathedral Quarter. There were police officers 
stationed at street corners and many people seemed to ask for directions. I also 
met a friend who had an invitation to be at the Cathedral service.  
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We just wanted to reach the Albert 
Clock (still quite a distance for me) 
where Mum knew the bus No.6/A 
would stop as to hopefully get us home 
before road closures. A friendly police 
lady told us it would be at least another 
hour before the cavalcade would pass 
the City Hall and reach the spot where 
we were. So we decided to wait for the 
bus, along with a lot of other people, 
including schoolchildren who had been 
let out early. No bus came and there was no information, either. So, having 
abandoned all thought of going home early even if that had been possible, we 
walked back to the main road (Victoria Street) which was lined with crowd      
control barriers by now.  

Advice reached us that the royal cavalcade would slow down near Albert Clock. 
Staff came out of the large office buildings to join the waiting crowd. A trendy 
pub with seating outside on the pavement allowed some us more tired looking 
to sit down behind the crowd, although Mum was waiting at the barrier, ready 
to rush me to the first line.  Sure enough after about a quarter of an hour’s     
patient waiting the motorcycle outriders appeared followed first by three or four 
other cars and THEN by the royal Daimler with its flag, a back window was 
down and the King waved out and we all waved back. It only lasted a matter of 
seconds and then the motorcade sped past but I must say I felt really thrilled to 
have been there. However ‘at a distance’ it may have been! This is a feeling you 
just can not get from meeting the majority of elected politicians. 

Mum and I were swiftly brought back down to Earth by facing the reality of how 
to get home. After waiting again fruitlessly back at the bus stop behind the     
Albert Clock for nearly half an hour we were told by a passer-by that normal 
traffic would not be allowed in the area until after 6pm! By now it was well after 
3 and I was starting to get rather tired. However, there was nothing for it but to 
carry on since there were no taxis either.  

We continued walking, turning right along Laganside, having to cross two    
complicated traffic-lights at the entrance of two bridges. Mum had phoned Dad 
to come and pick us up since the traffic was allowed from across East Belfast on 
one of the bridges by now. Robert was only able to stop near the Waterfront 
Hall, so we had to go up to meet him, not the other way round, which meant 
still a considerable extra distance. I had never gone so far on foot in Belfast     
before and was absolutely exhausted by the time I got into the car, and home by 
5 pm.  However I felt it was worth every step because I had been part of      
something which may never happen again in Britain on such a scale and       
however indirectly to have said my personal farewell to a deeply respected and 
admired monarch. 

               October 10th 2022 
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Epiphany 

 

I picked a yellow rose on Christmas Day 

the last .. it should so solitary there 

wearing a sparkling diadem of snow, 

diffusing soft its radiance in the air. 

If I should go and offer up a gift, 

(I cannot think that I should be so bold,) 

I wouldn't have the frankincense   
 or myrrh, 

but upon my palm .. so soft, so cold, 

I had the gold. 
 

Rosemary Williamson 
 

 
The Son of God became  

the Son of Man  
in order that the sons of men  

might become the sons of God. 
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          The School Play  
 
Halloween was history and Christmas could now be              
mentioned.  
 
The Primary School was all a-buzz. It was time to start         
getting ready for the school's Nativity Play. 
 
Tommy had been in the "Kids’ Church Christmas Sing" last 
year. Now that he was in "real" school, he was excited about    
getting to be in a "real" play. 
 
He kept asking his parents, "Do you think they will let me 
be  Joseph? I would like that. REALLY like that" 
 
"Maybe I could be baby Jesus. I would just lay there and         
pretend I was asleep. You know I can do that well." 
 
"Oh, Mummy, it would be fun to be a tiny little lamb;           
standing so quietly looking at Baby Jesus" 
 
Tommy's mother was really quite concerned, because the 
school was quite large and obviously not every child was        
going to get   to be in the play. If he didn't get a part, she 
was not sure how he would take it. 
 
She had tried to gently prepare him for the possible                  
disappointment, but nothing she said could temper the            
excitement. 
 
Finally the day came that the parts were awarded. Tommy's 
mother went to pick him up after school with great                  
trepidation. 
 
As she reached the front door of the school, Tommy rushed 
up to her, eyes shining with pride and excitement. "Guess 
what Mum," he shouted, "I've been chosen to clap and 
cheer!"  
We hope you will all be able to clap and cheer with us to        
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Please join in with any or all of 
the great events we have planned in Gilnahirk. 
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Tips from W&H team to help you savour every last morsel from 
your festive feast. 

 
1. Toss root veg peelings in a little oil and roast at 200C or  

gas 6 until crisp and golden. Sprinkle with salt and some spices 
for a festive snack. Of course roast them in your air fryer if you 
have one. 

2. Blitz leftover leaves and herbs with some leftover nuts,  
garlic and oil for a make-do pesto. 

3. Throw any veg and fruit scraps under the roasting tin for a 
really rich and flavoursome gravy. Apple cores, leek tops, citrus 
peel – whatever! 

4. Crush leftover crisps and other crunchy snacks to make a 
tasty topping on a cheesy gratin. 

5. Chop and mix left over roast veg, pigs in blankets, stuffing 
balls. Shape into balls and fry in a little oil for some really tasty 
“meat balls”. 

 
Submitted by Joy Mark 
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Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.  

Hebrews 13:2  

It’s hard to beat a good Presbyterian Funeral Tea! It really is 
hard to beat a good Presbyterian Funeral Tea. For in that act of 
hospitality we are truly God’s community in this place.  

Covid has been a difficult time and people have found new ways 
of being. Some people have (and rightly) said my time to help 
and lead has come to its natural end and I will retire from some 
things.  

So how do we go on – who will help in this important work?  

We may have to do things differently, not everyone is a baker. 
The church kitchen can appear well organised and highly          
ordered with only the highly qualified and knowledgeable 
“experts” allowed.  

Let me tell you that’s far from the truth and everyone is             
welcome.  

Can you help going forward? Yes we need team leaders, we need 
some happy to help with food preparation and we need tea   
pourers, table setters, chair movers and most of all smiling     
welcoming faces to quietly stand beside and sit with those who 
come to remember.  

The catering committee is reforming. We hope to set up “teams'' 
to rotate these events so that we share the load. This will only 
happen well if we have a good list of volunteers being asked to 
do things they are comfortable with – it’s not team leaders we 
need, it's just willing volunteers nor is it gender specific we need 
more men on this team. 

I would also suggest (like most things) you will get more out of 
helping than you put in. So please if you can contact Joy Mark 
079 3606 4237 or Lynda Casement 077 2003 0652 and we will 
welcome you to help us as much or as little as suits you. 
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Flower Calendar  
 
The Flower Calendar for 2023 is now up in the vestibule. 
If you would like to provide flowers for one Sunday next 
year please fill in your name at the chosen Sunday on the 
calendar.  
 
Could you deliver flowers for a month next year? After 
the service the flowers are taken to a member of the     
congregation who is ill, has had a bereavement, is house-
bound, or is no longer able to attend. This is a really 
worthwhile service. At present we have no one to deliver 
for the month of April. We are really grateful to all those 
who have provided this service, some over a very long 
number of years. 
 
If you would like any further info contact Valerie Gamble 
on 90798602. 
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 Vestibule Reception Rota 2022/23 
 
December   11.00am  Suzanne Hanna  
       Willie Noteman* 
       Paul Blundell 
 

     7.00pm *  Carol Anderson 
       David Mark 
                                                                   Andrew Kerr 
 

January   11.00am  Edna Caldwell 
       Gillian Hamill* 
           Richard Montgomery 
 

         7.00pm *      Rachel Toland 
           Joy Mark 
 
 

February   11.00am  Mark Blundell 
       John Cummings* 
       Stephen Chambers 
 

            7.00pm *  Janitha Gray 
       Paul Gray 
 

March   11.00am  Judith Morrow 
       David Corbett* 
       Martin Childs 
 

              7.00pm *    Heather Taylor 
       Carol Noble 
 
 * Indicates reception duties at Stye Brae Centre, the security of                   
     premises and plate collection. 
 

 * Evening services will be on the 1st and the 3rd of the month 
 

General reminder to all members on vestibule duty of the               
regulations regarding Fire/Health & Safety.  Each member 
should ensure they know where all emergency fire exits & fire 
extinguishers are located and they will act as Fire Marshalls in 
the event should it become necessary.     

 

Members on duty should have the church doors open no later than 30 
minutes before the commencement of each service. 

 

It is the responsibility of those rostered to arrange for Session/
Committee deputies if unable to attend. 



 

 

 

Sacraments 
 

Baptisms 
 
9th October  Isla Rose, daughter of Mark & Rachel Eccles 
 
20th November  Eva Ruth & Oliver James,    
    children of Jonny & Lauren McRoberts 
 
New Communicants 
 
6th November Doreen Hazley (on transfer)  
 

 

Congregational Register 
 

Death 
 
12th September  Kathleen Egner 
 
22nd October  Tom Evans 
 
2nd November  Vivienne Dunwoody 
 
22nd November   Deane Watson 
 
Marriages 
 
14th September  Shauna Morrow & James Fulham 
 
New members 
 
Stephen &     4 Elsmere Park BT5 7QZ 
Alison Brown    
 
John & Ruth Andress    3 Millmount Village Walk 
       BT16 1YZ 
 
Patrick & Jenny McGimpsey 9 Kingsland Drive BT5 7EY 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church              
exists to: 

 
Show the love of God in Christ Jesus, 

 
Proclaim the Gospel and enable people 

to find its healing power, 
 

Encourage members to worship              
and learn together and grow in faith, 

 
Apply the faith in practical concern 

and help to others. 



 

 

The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned.  
 
For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
(Isaiah 9v2,6) 

Join us as we worship the new born King! 
 
 

Sunday 4th  December 11.00am    2nd Sunday in Advent & Gift Service 
    7.00pm    Advent Service led by the Choir  
Sunday 11th December 11.00am    3rd Sunday in Advent 
     6.30pm    Uniformed Organisations Christmas Service 
Sunday 18th December 11.00am    Young Gilnahirk Nativity 
    7.00pm    Service of Lessons & Carols 
Tuesday 20th December 7.00-8.00pm  Candlelit Church open for reflection  
           and prayer  
Friday 23rd  December 7.30pm   “Night of the Father’s Love” 
Sunday 25th December 10.00am   Christmas Morning Celebration 


